REACTION AGAINST PURITANISM

not even French tragedy was, far less the poetry of
our own Augustans. A new spirit was moving upon
the waters of men's minds, the spirit of science and
rationalism.

For the tide of reaction against Puritanism was in
full force when Milton was busy with the poem he
had conceived twenty years earlier. In that interval
England had been ruled and disciplined by the
Saints, the Godly. The Church, that with all its
faults had appealed to the heart and imagination of a
large section of the people in the manner described
by clerics like Herbert, by laymen like Izaak Walton
and Sir Thomas Browne and Evelyn, had been
trodden under foot, its pastors displaced as scandal-
ous, which doubtless some of them were, though their
judges were far from impartial, the Book of Common
Prayer suppressed, the Churches stripped and dese-
crated. In 1644 Parliament issued an order 'for the*
speedy 'demolishing of all organs, images,, and all;
matters of superstitious ornaments in all Cathedrals,
etc., throughout the Kingdom of England and
Dominion of Wales; the better to accomplish the
blessed reformation so happily begun and to remove
all offences and things illegal in the worship of God'.
The organs were transferred to taverns. Singing men
and boys, swept out of the churches, became soldiers,
or gathered at certain centres, as Oxford. Anthony a
Wood1 has an interesting account of the gathering of
displaced 'Music Masters'and their 'weekly meetings
in the house of Will Ellis, late organist of St. John's
College.... Among them was Proctor the mirror and
wonder of his age for music, excellent for the Lyra-
viola and Division Viola, good at the Treble Violin,

1 The Life of Anthony d Wood. . . written by himself, and published
by Mr. T. Hearne, etc., 1772.
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